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WELCOME TO TULLOS NURSERY 

Welcome to Tullos Nursery.  We hope you and your child will be happy here.

The Nursery provides 80 part-time places for children between 3 and 5 years of age.  The part-time nurseries are in Rooms 1 and 2.

We aim to build on a child’s first hand experiences of belonging to a family and wish to work in partnership with you, to extend your child’s learning experiences.

Parents are welcome at any time to discuss their child’s progress with Nursery Staff.  We hope to share information so that we can build the link between home and school.

Please inform staff if a translation of this handbook is needed.
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SCHOOL ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

Tullos Primary School

Girdleness Road

ABERDEEN

AB11 8FJ
Tel:


01224 876621

Email:   

tullosprimary@aberdeencity.gov.uk
Web Site:

www.tullosprimary.aberdeen.sch.uk
Nursery phone: 
07741 236516 

Available between 8 – 9 am and 3-4 pm for absence, or any other messages.
STAFF

Head Teacher




Mrs Beth Leitch
Depute Head Teacher



Miss Louise Singer
Early Years Practitioners
Mrs Lindsey Reid – Senior Early Years Practitioner
Miss Kerry Angelo 



Miss Hannah Murdoch 



Mrs Emily O’Donnell
Miss Sarah Stewart
Mrs Aidan Flockhart

NURSERY TIMES

Morning Class




 8.30 a.m. – 11.40 a.m.
Afternoon Class



   
12.20 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.
Morning Nursery:  Please bring your child between 8.30 and 8.45 a.m. and collect your child between 11.25 and 11.40 a.m. 

Afternoon Nursery:  Please bring your child between 12.20 and 12.35 p.m. and collect your child between 3.15 and 3.30 p.m. 

Please try to collect your child on time, or inform nursery if you will be late.  Children can get very upset if they feel they have been left. If you need to pick up your child early, please come into the main school office and one of the early years practitioners will bring your child to the office. 
SECURITY

A security system is in place.  Children must be dropped off and collected within the times stated above.  

At all other times you must use the main school entrance, reporting to the school office and signing in and out at the reception desk.   

All visitors and parents in school must wear a badge.
NURSERY AIMS

 ‘Children learn by doing, thinking, exploring, through quality interaction, intervention and relationships, founded on children’s interests and abilities’.

 “Curriculum for Excellence “– building the curriculum 3-18 2007

· To build on children’s first hand experiences of belonging to a family and extend this to forming relationships with other adults and children.

· To recognise that children change and develop at their own pace and in individual ways.
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· To learn to communicate their thinking and understanding, feelings and emotional needs through a variety of forms.

· To find out about and come to understand their own cultural backgrounds so they feel valued members of the community.
THE NURSERY CURRICULUM

The curriculum for all children in Scotland from August 2010 will be “Curriculum for Excellence “.  It establishes clear values, purposes and principles for education from 3-18.

The children’s needs are planned for around four capacities which are:
	· Successful Learners
	· Effective Contributors

	· Confident Individuals
	· Responsible Citizens


and eight curricular areas.  These are :

	· Literacy and Language
	· Numeracy and Mathematics

	· Health and Wellbeing
	· Technologies

	· Sciences
	· Social Sciences

	· Expressive Arts
	· Religious & Moral Education


Learning through play is the centre of the Early stages curriculum, recognising that children learn better from first hand experiences.

The Nursery is organised to encourage children to be independent, make choices and learn to overcome challenges.  Each area has been set up to allow children to be as independent as possible with everything needed to complete a task within easy reach.  There is also a strong emphasis on children learning outdoors through the natural environment.

All children have an Interactive Learning Diary (ILD) which records their steps in learning.  This is available for parents to see, share and add to with the children.
Children are encouraged to share their interests and activities are planned with these interests as a focus.   We also encourage parents to share their ideas and comment on their children’s interests.
PARENT PARTNERSHIP

Parents are welcome in the Nursery and we value your contribution and support.  Our daily contact is very important and there will be other opportunities throughout the year to discuss your child’s progress.  

[image: image11.jpg]


                                      
[image: image2.jpg]



identifies your child’s progress next ILD steps in their learning. An 
appointment will be made for you to speak to the Nursery Staff to share the  progress and discuss any concerns.
During the school year you are welcome any time to share a nursery session and at times we may ask for your assistance on nursery outings. 
PRAISE, DISCIPLINE AND RULES

An important part of a child’s health & wellbeing is that they learn to co-operate with other children.  In Nursery we encourage children to share and play together.  We hope to do this by giving children good role models and demonstrating how to resolve conflicts.

The rules in Nursery are to ensure safety and to help develop social awareness.  We hope to have your full co-operation so that we develop a consistent approach and children understand what is appropriate and inappropriate behaviour.

SNACK/NURSERY FUND

During each nursery session the children are given a varied snack which includes milk or water to drink and fruit.  Parents should advise nursery staff of special dietary requirements.  

We try to ensure that all children are introduced to a healthy diet 
[image: image12.jpg]


and follow the “Setting the Table Document”.  


Snack is payed Termly and is the same 
for all nursery Children. If you have 

Problems paying this talk to staff.
We celebrate children’s birthdays.  
Your child will receive a gift from the “Birthday Box”.  There is no need to provide a cake, but if you wish you can take in a shop bought cake.   
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SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL VALUES

The Nursery is non-denominational and we encourage awareness of festivals throughout the year.  In offering a broad and balanced curriculum we acknowledge these celebrations to raise the children’s multi-cultural awareness.
NURSERY OUTINGS

Opportunities to visit local places of interest for example, the shops and the library are part of the nursery curriculum, and are considered important for the children’s developing knowledge of the local community.   Parents are asked to sign a blanket consent form when they start Nursery, to cover these outings.
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SAFETY

IN THE INTEREST OF SAFETY YOUR CHILD MUST BE TAKEN TO AND FROM THE NURSERY BY AN ADULT AGE: 16 AND ABOVE.
· Please make sure your child and the staff know who will be collecting him/her, as no child will be handed over to an unknown adult.

· It is essential that your child is collected ON TIME.  If you are held up, please telephone and inform the nursery.
· Please note that in the playground:-

	· Dogs are not allowed

· Smoking is banned

· Cars are not allowed


PARKING

You are asked to use the car park bays on Girdleness Road.
STARTING NURSERY

On the first day of starting nursery, we prefer children to stay for a short time only.  Some children settle immediately and others may take a few days or even a few weeks before they can cope with the five sessions.  Staff will be following our Settling in Policy. 
SETTLING IN POLICY 

“The propensity to make strong emotional bonds to particular individuals is a basic component of human nature” (Bowlby, 1988)
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Our early attachment styles are established in childhood through the infant/caregiver relationship.  Therefore we believe staff must work closely with parent/carer and child to ensure the child feels secure and happy to stay at nursery.  

“Children and young people should feel happy, safe, respected and included in the nursery environment……. Good health and wellbeing is central to effective learning and preparation for successful, independent living.  This aspiration for every child and young person can only be met through a concerted approach”

SETTLING IN POLICY 

We aim to achieve this by implementing the following:

· Day 1 - Child visits with parent/carer for a short amount of time where they will be introduced to the nursery routine.  
· Day 2 – Parent/carer settles child into nursery then will be offered a tea or coffee in another area of the school,   allowing child to stay for 60 minutes in nursery.   

· Day 3 – Parent/carer leaves child for 90 minutes while staying in another part of the school.      
· Day 4 & 5 – Parent/carer leaves the child for 2 hours and can leave the premises. 
Staff will then discuss each individual child with the parent/carer. 
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WHAT YOUR CHILD NEEDS FOR NURSERY

· Slip on, named gym shoes for safety indoors and cleanliness – (aprons for messy activities are provided).

· Suitable clothing.  Children should be able to use the toilet by themselves, so no stiff belts, buttons or dungarees, please.

· Uniform. Uniform helps us to easily see our children when we are out of nursery. Uniform must be worn at school so it is good preparation. It will prevent your child’s own clothes getting ruined and uniform gives a sense of belonging to the setting. 
You can purchase Nursery uniform from the school office.

A t-shirt costs £7

A sweatshirt costs £8
· Children should have adequate clothing with them for outdoors, since nursery activities take place outside in all seasons. A pair of Wellington boots to be kept in nursery.  Please ensure everything is named.
· We ask each child to bring in a box of tissues. 
· Earrings are not allowed to be worn for safety reasons.  If sleepers are worn they must be covered by tape for P.E.

· Please ensure there is a change of clothing left in nursery for your child.  This should be left in a named carrier bag in their tray.

· Please ensure that children wear flat, enclosed toed shoes as they will be playing outside and climbing on the equipment.

· Helmets are not provided for bicycles as they need to be properly fitted.   If you feel your child needs to wear a helmet then you must provide their own and take responsibility for it fitting correctly.
EMERGENCY CLOSURES

Very occasionally the school may need to make an emergency closure (e.g. heating breakdown, burst pipes or severe weather) and where possible parents will be notified in advance.  A text message will be sent via our GroupCall system as soon as possible.  
If it is not possible to let you know in advance then announcements will be made on local radio Northsound 2. 
You can log on to - http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/closure 

and follow the instruction for finding out about Aberdeen City school closures.  This information is also automatically sent to Northsound Radio and BBC Radio Scotland and updated every 20 minutes.  We believe that this is a very useful addition to the information line and should help clarify for parents, pupils and teachers whether the school is closed during any emergency or during severe weather.

If it is necessary to close the school and send pupils home, it is vital that we have an up-to-date emergency address for your child to go to. 
Emergency contact forms and permission slips are usually issued at the start of term.  Please remember to notify us immediately of any changes of telephone numbers.  We would also ask you to update information when the forms are sent out to you at other times in the year.
ABSENCE/ILLNESS

If your child is to be absent from nursery – please contact the school and let us know. 
School Phone – 01224 876621

School Text – 07860030790

Nursery Phone Number - 07741236516

A sick child may say they want to come to nursery but as adults, we know they will feel better at home.  Please do not send your child to nursery if he/she feels unwell.  The exclusion periods for the more common childhood ailments are available from the Nursery.  Children who suffer from sickness or diarrhoea should not return to nursery until they have been symptom free for 48 hours.

ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance at the nursery is important if your child is to benefit from all that the nursery offers.  You will be contacted by school staff if your child is absent and we do not know the reason for their absence.  This is part of schools responsibility for protecting children.  If you no longer feel that you require the place at nursery then please contact a member of the Nursery Staff so that we can discuss the matter with you.

CHILD PROTECTION

Given on-going public concern on the subject of child abuse and changes in the law, schools are now required to report if we think any child or young person has come to harm as a consequence of possible abuse.  Each school has a named senior member of staff appointed for Child Protection matters.  At Tullos that person is the Head Teacher.

Should you wish to talk further about Child Protection and the safety of children, please feel free to contact the school.  As a school we liaise closely with Medical Officers, Social Workers and the Police – any or all of whom may become involved if abuse is suspected.
TRANSITION TO PRIMARY 1

Throughout the year opportunities arise for children to experience the wider school community through visits to the Library and the Gym.  Children will attend School Assemblies.  
During the summer terms links with P1 will become more routine.  Children will experience playground life, learning to play alongside older children.  Primary 1 teachers will also visit children in their nursery class to observe them at play when informal exchanges of information will take place.  
A full programme of activities runs throughout the term, some of which involve parents too.  Liaison with partner agencies is also part of the transition programme.  
Each parent however is responsible for enrolling their child at the primary school of their choice.


COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

We operate an open door policy where staff and parents should feel free to discuss matters, on a two-way basis, at any time within the setting.

Should there be a problem of a more confidential nature arrangements can be made for discussion to take place with staff out with the Nursery itself i.e. one of the offices.  Any matter requiring further clarification, query or complaint, would then be dealt with by the Depute Head Teacher and/or the Head Teacher.

All complaints will be responded to within five working days.  We would endeavour to resolve any situation, positive or negative as promptly as possible and to the satisfaction of all concerned.

Aberdeen City Council has a whistle blowing policy to which we adhere.

If you want to make a complaint about Tullos Nursery you can contact the Social Care and Social work Improvement Scotland, known as the Care Inspectorate in writing or by telephone at the address below:

Care Inspectorate
North Region

Johnston House

Rose Stret

ABERDEEN   

AB10 1UD

Tel:  01224 793870

www.careinspectorate.com
CONCLUSION

We hope that you have found this information useful.  We look forward to getting to know you and your child and trust we will have a happy and fulfilling time together.

We value your opinion and we are always receptive to any ideas you may have as to how we can improve experiences for the children.  If you wish more detailed information about our work in Nursery, please speak to nursery staff. 
Policies are available in the nursery corridor. 

DIARY DATES 2017 - 18
2017
TERM 1

Monday 21 August

-
In-Service Day

Tuesday 22 August

-
P2 – P7 Pupils Return

Friday 22 September & 
-
September Holiday 

Monday 25 September 

Friday 13 October

-
Last Day of Term

TERM 2

Monday 30 October

-
School & Nursery Resume

Friday 17 November

-
In-Service Day

Friday 22 December

-
Last Day of Term

2018
TERM 3

Monday 8 January

-
School & Nursery Resume 

Monday 12 February

- 
Mid Term Holiday

Tuesday 13 February &
-
In-Service Days

Wednesday 14 February

Friday 30 March

-
Last day of term 

TERM 4

Monday 16 April


-
School & Nursery Resume 

Monday 7 May


-
May Day Holiday

Tuesday 8 May


-
In-Service Day

Friday 6 July


-
Last day of term

To recognise that children make sense of the world, as they meet it through their first hand 


experiences and explore it 


through play.





To take an active part in the life of the groups in which they live and learn, in play, in friendship, in 


negotiating and resolving conflict, in celebration and in sorrow. 














During the year we hold an open afternoon so that we can share 


what the children have been doing with you.  





You will receive your child’s ILD – Interactive Learning Diary, which








  �





We also have a Nursery piggy-bank    and invite contributions.  This money enables us to afford outings, parties and other special events.








Child theorist John Bowlby shared a view that early experiences in childhood have an important influence on development and behaviour later in life.  Our early attachment styles are established in childhood through the infant/caregiver relationship.  
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